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Galatians 

Pathways of Discipleship Bible Survey 

Title, Author, and Date 

 The Apostle Paul is the author of Galatians, named for the region in Asia Minor (modern Turkey) where the 

churches addressed were located 

 Galatians is the only one of Paul’s letters specifically addressed to churches in more than one city 

 Date: just after A.D. 49, the time of the Jerusalem Council referenced in Galatians 2 

Background 

 The term “Galatia” referred to both ethnic and political entities; in the ethnic sense, Galatia was the region of 

central Asia Minor inhabited by the Galatians; in the political sense, Galatia came to describe the entire Roman 

province known as Galatia, not merely the region inhabited by the ethnic Galatians 

 Because of the two uses of the word “Galatia,” determining the original recipients of the letter is difficult 

 Because neither Acts nor Galatians mentions any cities or people from northern (ethnic) Galatia, it is reasonable 

to assume that Paul addressed this letter to churches located in the southern part of the Roman province, but 

outside of the ethnic Galatian region 

Themes/Features/Characteristics of Galatians 

 Purpose 

 To counter false teachers who were undermining the central Christian doctrine of justification by faith 

 These false teachers, known as the Judaizers, taught that Gentiles must first become Jewish proselytes 

and submit to all the Mosaic law before they could become Christians 

 Themes/Characteristics/Theology/Contents 

 Justification by Faith 

 Paul gives both the theological and practical implications of this doctrine 

 He forcefully presents his position that justification comes by the grace of God, by faith alone in Christ 

 By justification Paul means both being declared guiltless before God and being granted status as a 

member of God’s covenant community 

 One’s salvation is in no way contingent on observing the law of Moses 

 Relying on observance of the law demonstrates that one lacks the necessary faith that Christ alone is 

sufficient for salvation 

 Conversion of the Gentiles 

 Many of the first Christians, being Jewish, continued in large measure their Jewish mode of life, 

including attendance at the synagogue and temple, offering of sacrifices, observance of Mosaic rituals 

and dietary taboos, and social aloofness from Gentiles 

 Conversion of Gentiles forced the church to face several important questions: 

 Should Gentile Christians be required to submit to circumcision and practice the Jewish way of life, 

as Gentile proselytes to Judaism were required to do? 
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 To those Gentile Christians unwilling to become wholly Jewish, should the church grant a second-

class citizenship, as for Gentile “God-fearers” in Judaism? 

 Most importantly, what makes a person Christian—faith in Christ solely, or faith in Christ plus 

adherence to the principles and practices of Judaism? 

 Tone 

 Galatians is Paul’s most intense letter 

 He is angry with the Galatian Christians for so easily giving into the false teaching he argues against 

 Contents: Three Main Sections 

 Section 1 (1:10-2:21) 

 Paul defends his apostleship as given directly by God through Christ, not dependent on Jerusalem 

or those who were apostles before him 

 His gospel did not develop from his background, since he persecuted the church before his 

conversion 

 His experience of conversion so transformed him that he found Christ’s work to be the sole 

sufficient source of his salvation and sanctification 

 To return to law-keeping after such a life-transforming discovery would be a declaration that Christ 

had died for no purpose 

 Section 2: (3:1-5:1) 

 In this section, Paul presents a theological argument for justification by faith alone 

 He wanted to show the Galatians that their contemplated return to law-keeping as a method of 

relating to God was a contradiction of their experience 

 They had begun by believing the message of Christ crucified 

 They were now acting as if they received the Spirit as a reward for their obedience to the law 

 He wanted to convince his readers that their experience had been identical with that of their 

forefather Abraham 

 Abraham had received a right standing with God through faith 

 He wanted to explain the purpose and intent of the law 

 The law was real, but only temporary 

 It was given by God to show that all wrongdoing was an offense against God 

 It clearly revealed the moral bankruptcy of all human beings 

 It was a companion to usher us into the presence of Christ 

 They should enjoy their new standing as members of God’s family through faith, not return to 

slavery to the law 

 Section 3 (5:2-6:10) 

 Paul warns against the cavalier attitude that freedom from the law had created in some who lived in 

disobedience 

 His reminder was for the Galatians to respond to the urgings of the Holy Spirit and not be captured 

by the cravings of the flesh 

 Those who practiced circumcision were demonstrating that they trusted themselves, not Christ, for 

salvation 
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 He described the right use of freedom: serving one another in love 

 He pointed out that this freedom comes not by rendering obedience to a set of rules but by living 

continually in a Spirit-controlled existence 

 He taught that human nature left to itself produces an astonishing variety of vices 

 In contrast, humans enabled by the Spirit produce a harvest of godly qualities 

 He urged his readers to restore those who fell into sin and to help them carry their burdens 
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